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My name is Phyllis Schlafly.  As the president of Eagle Forum, a national 
conservative, pro-family organization of volunteers, I am in close touch with the people 
you would call grassroots Americans.  In the last six months, I have given speeches in 
16 states:  Florida, Virginia, Utah, California, Georgia, Michigan, Illinois, Alabama, New 
York, Arizona, Arkansas, Missouri, Wisconsin, Texas, Kansas, and New Jersey.  I can 
report that the nationwide invasion by illegal aliens is the hottest issue across America 
C even in states far from the border such as Kansas and Georgia.  The first question I 
am always asked is: Why doesn=t the government get it about illegal immigration? 

Americans are basically a fair-minded people, and the continued entry of 
thousands of illegal aliens offends our ideals of fairness.   

Failure to stop the entry of illegal aliens is unfair to those who don=t have health 
insurance but see illegal aliens given costly treatment at U.S. hospitals for which U.S. 
taxpayers have to pay the bill.  It is unfair to the legal immigrants who stand in line and 
wait their turn to comply with our laws.  It is unfair to our friends in Arizona who are 
afraid to go out of their homes without a gun and a cell phone.  It=s unfair to small 
businessmen who are trying to run an honest business, pay their taxes and benefits to 
employees, but can=t compete with their competitors whose costs are so much less 
because they hire illegal aliens in the underground economy.  It is unfair to American 
children in public schools who see their classrooms flooded with kids who can=t speak 
English and cause a gross decline in the quality of education.  It=s unfair to our own 
high school dropouts who need those low-wage jobs to start building a life.   

Americans are basically a law-abiding people and they believe our government 
has betrayed us by its failure to enforce immigration law.  Failure to stop the entry of 
illegal aliens is an offense against our fundamental belief that our nation respects the 
Rule of Law. 

In addition to believing that failure to enforce the law is unfair and a betrayal, the 
American people have lost faith in the honesty of our leaders.  Americans think we are 
being lied to.   

Everybody knows that the various plans called legalization or earned citizenship 
are euphemisms for amnesty.  The President and other public officials lose credibility 
every time we hear them deny that giving illegal aliens a path to citizenship is not 
amnesty.  The American people don=t like to be talked down to by politicians who play 
games with words. 

Americans also feel lied to by the Senate bill=s use of the term Atemporary guest 
workers.@  We know the President and the Senators are not telling the truth when they 
imply that guest workers will go home after a few years.  The American people are 
thinking, we don=t believe you C and worse, we don=t believe that you believe what you 
are saying because the evidence is so overwhelming that guest workers do not go 
home.  The Senate bill gives guest workers a path to citizenship after a few years and, 



anyway, it=s obvious that those few years give plenty of time to produce an American-
born anchor baby. 

The American people also believe we are lied to by those who say we can=t get 
border security unless we also have a guest-worker program and Aamnesty lite.@  
That=s what they mean when they demand a Acomprehensive@ bill.  But 
Acomprehensive@ has become a word as offensive as amnesty because we have 
figured out that it is just a cover for a plan to repeat the mistakes of the 1986 
Immigration Reform and Control Act, known as Simpson-Mazzoli.  That was truly a 
comprehensive law which combined amnesty with promises of border security and 
sanctions on employers who hired illegal aliens.  The illegal aliens got their amnesty B 
but we did not get border security or employer sanctions.  There was massive fraud, 
and the illegal population quadrupled. 

The American people are not willing to be cheated again.  Their attitude is: Fool 
me once, shame on you; fool me twice shame on me.  When we hear the word 
Acomprehensive,@ we believe that legalization and guest workers will be fully 
implemented, but that we will get nothing but pie-in-the-sky promises about border 
security and employment verification.  

If you have water in your basement, Plan A must be to stop more water from 
coming in C before you deal with the water already in the basement.  Plan A is border 
security only, House bill 4437.  We thank Chairman Sensenbrenner and the 88% of 
Republican House Members who voted for it.  The House bill cannot be compromised 
with the Senate bill because, in the words of the old adage, you can=t make a silk purse 
out of a sow=s ear. 
 

I.  The Senate Bill Repeats the 1986 Mistakes 
 

When President Bush went to Cancun, Mexico, in March, he said that he is 
committed to signing a Acomprehensive immigration bill.  And by >comprehensive,= I 
mean not only a bill that has border security in it, but a bill that has a worker permit 
program in it.  That=s an important part of having a border that works.@  In his nationally 
televised speech on May 15, President Bush reiterated that we can=t have border 
security unless we also have a Acomprehensive@ bill including legalization and guest 
workers. 

There are two problems with that argument.  First, it is downright ridiculous to 
say that our government can=t stop illegals from entering our country unless we legalize 
large numbers who want to come in.  The United States has troops guarding borders 
all over the world, and it is not credible that we can=t guard our own border.  Second, 
we don=t believe that the people who make that argument will ever give us border 
security.  There is no hard evidence that they want to stop illegal aliens from coming 
into our country.  George Bush has had six years to enforce border security.  When 
grassroots Americans don=t believe the President is leveling with us, it damages the 
moral fabric of our nation.   

The Senate bill would give legal status and a path to citizenship (i.e., amnesty) 
to the 11 to 20 million aliens (workers, spouses and children) who entered our country 
illegally and have been using millions of fraudulent documents.  They would then 



become recipients of our generous entitlements.  The cost to the taxpayers of this 
monumental expansion of the welfare state would be at least $50 billion a year.  U.S. 
taxpayers would be saddled with paying for the entitlements of these low-income 
families, including Medicaid, Social Security (with credit for FICA taxes paid under false 
numbers), Supplemental Security Income, Earned Income Tax Credit (cash handouts 
of up to $4,400 a year to low-wage households), the WIC program, food stamps, public 
and subsidized housing, Temporary Assistance to Needy Families, public schooling 
and school lunches, and federally funded legal representation. 

The Simpson-Mazzoli Act is a good model of how any type of legalization or 
Aamnesty light@ will be fraught with fraud.  That 1986 Act was expected to amnesty one 
million people; it turned into three million.  Five illegals who received amnesty in 1986 
subsequently participated in the attack on the World Trade Center in 1993.   One of 
them, the terrorist Mahmud AThe Red@ Abouhalima, a New York City taxi driver who got 
amnesty as an agricultural worker, used his legal status to travel to Afghanistan for 
terrorist training and then return to attack us. 

Even worse than the Senate bill=s plan to deal with the illegal aliens now in the 
United States is its mammoth legalization of foreigners under the deceitful words 
Atemporary@ and Aguest-worker.@  The newly imported workers will not be temporary 
and will not be guests.  We are indebted to the Heritage Foundation for its stunning 
report proving that the Senate bill is a stealth open borders bill that will import about 66 
million people into our country permanently and put them on the path to citizenship.  
This is Athe most monumental bill ever considered@ and its mindboggling costs would 
be the largest-ever expansion of taxpayer-paid entitlements.  

The fine print in the Senate bill describes how the so-called temporary guest 
workers, who will be given new H-2C visas, will convert to legal permanent residents 
with the right to become U.S. citizens after five years.  The plan would start by 
importing 200,000 foreign workers with new H-2C visas in the first year.  The H-2Cers 
can immediately bring in their family members on H-4 visas, without being required to 
have a physical, and they also will get permanent legal residence and citizenship. 

The demographics of the new guest workers would be similar to those of the 
illegal aliens already in our country.  Over half are high school dropouts, they work 
low-paid jobs that require little or no income tax to be paid, they are 50% more likely to 
receive tax-paid benefits than natural-born households, and they have a 42% rate of 
out-of-wedlock births (all of whom, of course, will be granted automatic U.S. 
citizenship).  Working low-income jobs, they will qualify for the cash handouts called 
the Earned Income Tax Credit paid by taxes imposed on American citizens. 

The Senate bill would, within 20 years, make 25% of our population foreign born 
(most of them high school dropouts), even though Pew Research reports that only 17% 
of Americans support increased immigration.  It is impossible in so short a time to 
assimilate 66 million people whose native culture does not respect the Rule of Law, 
self-government, private property, or the sanctity of contracts, and who are 
accustomed to an economy based on bribery and controlled by corrupt police and a 
small, rich ruling class that keeps most of the people in dire poverty. 

The Senate bill would give the so-called temporary guest workers preferential 
rights that American citizens do not have. The temporary workers can=t be fired from 



their jobs except for cause, they must be paid the prevailing wage, and they can=t be 
arrested for other civil offenses if they are stopped for traffic violations. 

The bill assures the illegals they can have the preference of in-state college 
tuition (a large taxpayer-subsidized benefit of up to $20,000 a year), which is denied to 
U.S. citizens in 49 other states, plus certain types of college financial assistance.  

After the so-called temporary guest workers and their spouses become citizens, 
they can bring in their parents as permanent residents on the path to citizenship. 
Although the parents have never paid into Social Security, they will be eligible for 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits.  Siblings and adult children and their 
families will be given preference in future admissions. 

A system of temporary guest workers would give America a future like France, 
which is staggering under multicultural guest workers and bloated tax-paid welfare 
entitlements.  It would turn the United States into a boarding house for the world=s poor 
by enabling employers to import millions of Awilling workers@ at low wage-levels. 

There is still more that is disastrous about the Senate bill.  It would invite into our 
country with guest-worker status 115,000 skilled workers on H-1B visas, and raise the 
number each year.  H-1Bs encourage corporations to hire engineers and computer 
specialists from India, Pakistan and China at half the salary Americans would be paid.  
The Senate bill would exempt from the H-1B visa cap and put on the track for 
permanent residence all foreigners who get advanced degrees from a U.S. university 
(an additional discrimination against U.S. graduates in technical subjects).   

The Senate bill would also create a new F-4 visa category for foreign students 
pursuing an advanced degree in math, science, engineering or technology and put 
them on the track for permanent residence (thereby discouraging U.S. students from 
majoring in math and science).   

When I lecture on college campuses, students tell me they are switching out of 
computer science because they are told that there are almost no jobs available for 
computer majors.  Of course there are plenty of computer jobs, but not for Americans 
because big business would rather hire foreigners.  This system is not the free market; 
it=s politicians and corporations conniving to do an end run around our immigration laws 
in order to keep wages artificially low.   

The rationale for inviting H-1B foreigners to take American jobs is an alleged 
labor shortage, but we never had any shortage in engineers or computer technicians.  
The labor-shortage claim is ridiculous today since there are more than 100,000 
unemployed or underemployed Americans with those skills.  After the dot-com bust a 
few years ago, tens of thousands of computer workers and engineers left Silicon Valley 
and took any job they could get, of course at a fraction the pay they had been 
receiving.   

The promise that employers will offer jobs to Americans first is a sick joke.  
American engineers and computer techies who lost their jobs to foreigners under the 
H-1B visa guest-worker racket know that a look-for-Americans-first rule is never 
enforced and easily evaded.  

At least 463,000 H-1B workers are employed in the United States, and some 
estimate twice that number.  H-1Bers who are hired by universities and other exempt 
institutions are not in the count.  During the third quarter of last year, high tech 



companies in the U.S. laid off workers in record numbers, but they didn=t lay off H-1B 
workers.  Just before being laid off, hundreds of American engineers and computer 
specialists were forced to train their foreign replacements. 

The best research on the economics of H-1B workers has been done by 
Professor Norman Matloff of the University of California/Davis.   

It=s bad news for America=s future if the corporations learn to rely on foreigners 
for all their computer work.  Americans, not foreigners, are the source of the technical 
innovations we need to stay ahead in the fast-moving computer industry.  Of the 56 
awards given by the Association for Computing Machinery for software and hardware 
innovation, only one recipient was an immigrant. 
 

II.  AComprehensive@ Compromises Are Mistakes, Too 
 

Faced with the American people demanding border security, we now hear some 
voices saying, okay, we=ll package border security with legalization and guest worker, 
and we=ll even promise to deal with border security first.  We don=t believe them.  We 
have to see proof that the border is closed to illegal aliens and to illegal drugs before 
we talk about anything else.  These so-called compromise plans are heading down the 
same failed road as the Simpson-Mazzoli Act. 

For example, the bill proposed by Rep. Mike Pence tries to play the game of 
asserting border security first followed by legalization of current illegal aliens and a 
massive guest worker plan.  This has all the defects of the Senate bill and in some 
respects it is even worse because, as Pence wrote in the Wall Street Journal, AThere 
will initially be no cap on the number of visas that can be issued.@  These visas would 
be distributed at offices anywhere in the world under the cutesy name Ellis Island 
Centers.  Anyone may apply for these guest-worker visas from anywhere in the world.  
The Pew Hispanic Center reports that 49 million Mexicans want to live in the United 
States if they get the opportunity.  There may be 5 billion people in the world who 
would like to come to America. 

These Ellis Island Centers would be financed by private industry, which Pence 
claims would be more efficient than government bureaucracy.  Business would, 
indeed, be more efficient than government in importing more foreign workers, but it 
would be like putting the fox in charge of the chicken coop.  Private industry has a 
built-in incentive to import as much cheap labor as possible.  

Private industry would no doubt be happy to set up Ellis Island Centers in India, 
Pakistan and China to completely bypass any limit on H-1B visas and bring in an 
unlimited number of lower-paid engineers and computer techies to replace Americans. 
 Private industry will be only too happy to set up Ellis Island Centers in the Philippines 
(where tuberculosis is rampant) and bring in an unlimited number of lower-paid nurses 
to decimate the U.S. nursing profession.   

In dealing with the problem of the illegal aliens now in our country, Pence tries to 
avoid the amnesty label by requiring them to make what he calls Aa quick trip across 
the border@ to Mexico or Canada to pick up a new visa so long as a U.S. employer 
certifies that a job awaits him.  Pence told Time Magazine that his bill Awill require the 
12 million illegal aliens to leave.@  We=ll believe that only if we actually see it happen. 



What about the millions of illegal aliens in the U.S. today who do not have an 
employer willing to go on record as guaranteeing a job for a foreigner?  These would 
include the relatives of jobholders, the day laborers, and the millions of illegal aliens 
working in the U.S. underground cash economy (an estimated 40% of the total).  
Pence=s proposal is silent on this. 

The Pence plan provides that the guest workers, after living here legally for six 
years, can choose whether to apply for citizenship or to return home.  What if the 
aliens don=t choose either option but just remain?  Will they be deported after they 
have raised a family and established roots?  Six years is ample time to have a U.S.-
born anchor baby and start family chain migration.   
 

III.  Guest Worker Plans Are Immoral and Un-American 
 

Even if a guest worker plan actually works the way it is promised, it would be 
immoral and un-American.  Theodore Roosevelt warned: ANever under any condition 
should this nation look at an immigrant as primarily a labor unit.  We cannot afford to 
continue to use hundreds of thousands of immigrants merely as industrial assets while 
they remain social outcasts and menaces any more than 50 years ago we could afford 
to keep the black man merely as an industrial asset and not as a human being.@  
  Inviting foreigners to come to America as guest workers is equivalent to sending 
the message: You people are only fit to do menial jobs that Americans think they are 
too good to do.  We will let you come into our country for a few years to work low-paid 
jobs, but you have no hope of rising up the economic and social ladder, and we do not 
expect (or want) you to become Americans. 

Inviting foreigners to come to America to do jobs that Americans think they are 
too good to do would create a subordinate underclass of unassimilated foreign 
workers, like the serf or peasant classes that exist in corrupt foreign countries such as 
Mexico or Saudi Arabia.  That=s not the kind of economy or social structure that made 
America a great nation.   

Some people say that leaving our borders open to people who want to sneak 
into our country illegally is the compassionate and Christian thing to do.  On the 
contrary, it is uncaring and immoral to close our eyes to the crime on our southern 
border. 

Failing to close our border to illegals means giving up on the war on drugs 
because most illegal drugs come over our southern border and then are shipped all 
over the United States.  Drug smugglers armed with automatic weapons, global-
positioning units and night-vision scopes have become increasingly aggressive in 
protecting their illicit cargoes.  Attacks on our Border Patrol agents have risen fivefold 
in the past year.  Mexican drug cartels are even running illegal marijuana farms in our 
national parks, protected by booby traps and guards carrying AK-47s. 

The smuggling of human beings over our border is an organized criminal racket 
that ought to be stopped, and the number of illegal crossings has significantly 
increased ever since the President began talking about his guest-worker/amnesty plan. 
 That=s no surprise; the amnesty we granted in 1986 vastly increased the number of 
illegal aliens. 



The smugglers charge thousands of dollars for the promise to bring people 
across the border, and then often hold them for ransom until additional payments are 
made.  Female border crossers are often raped by the same smugglers who were paid 
$2,000 for safe passage.  Hundreds die from thirst and dehydration when crossing the 
desert or in locked trucks without air or water.  How many people will have to die 
before our government closes our border so that smugglers and their victims won=t 
believe the illegal racket is worth the risk? 

Legal immigrants must be healthy to be admitted, but nobody is giving a health 
exam to people sneaking across the border.  Illegal aliens are bringing in diseases 
such as Chagas that were formerly unknown in the United States, plus bedbugs and 
diseases we had eradicated decades ago such as tuberculosis, malaria and even 
leprosy. 

Failure to close our border to illegals means that Arizonans live in fear of the 
aliens who trespass across their land every night, destroying their property, tearing 
down fences, and killing their animals.  Since President Bush lives in a house 
protected by a fence, why can=t Arizonans be protected by a fence?  The most moral 
and humanitarian thing we can do is to erect a fence and vastly increase the number of 
our border agents in order to stop the drugs, the smuggling racket, the diseases, and 
the crimes. 

France and Germany have already demonstrated the folly of a guest-worker 
economy.  They admitted foreigners to do low-paid jobs, and now both countries have 
millions of foreign residents who do not assimilate, who burden the social welfare 
system, and who become more disgruntled and dangerous every year. 

Guest-worker/amnesty would help to perpetuate Mexico=s corrupt economic 
system, which keeps a few people very rich and most Mexicans in abject poverty.  
Mexico is a very rich country with enormous quantities of oil, but the oil is entirely 
owned by the government. The wealthy Mexican elites are glad to export some of their 
dissidents and unemployed so they can get jobs in the United States and send back 
$20 billion a year to Mexico. 
 

IV. Border Security Is Essential and Must Come First  
 

When is our government going to protect us from the crime, the drugs, the 
smuggling racket, destruction of property, and the endangerment to U.S. residents 
along our border and to our undermanned Border Patrol? 

President Bush bragged in his speech that Awe have apprehended and sent 
home about six million people entering America illegally,@ but he didn=t say how many 
of those six million were repeats.  Maybe a truthful figure would be one million people 
deported six times, while the number of illegal aliens in the United States increased by 
five million after Bush became President.  The illegal alien who drove 100 miles an 
hour on Interstate 485 on the wrong side of the highway, killing a University of North 
Carolina coed in November 2005, had been returned to Mexico 17 times.  Did Bush 
count him 17 times in his six million figure? 

President Bush=s choice of verbs shows that his talk of border barriers, 
technology and more agents are empty promises.  All the good stuff that he proposed 



was prefaced by the words Awe will@; he never said Awe are@ doing these things.  Bush 
said, ATo secure the border effectively we must reduce the numbers of people trying to 
sneak across.@  That=s impossible.  The Pew Hispanic Center reports that 46% of the 
population of Mexico would like to live in the United States, and 20% would come 
illegally if they could. 

At least 85% of the illegal drugs coming into the United States are coming 
across our southern border.  Our so-called war on drugs is a farce unless our 
government closes our southern border.  There is, indeed, a drug war going on, but it 
is a war between rival Mexican drug gangs C with the U.S. government a bystander 
lacking manpower or weapons to take action.  Are we going to continue to leave our 
border agents sitting ducks for Mexican snipers? 

Our government recently seized an enormous cache of weapons in Laredo, 
Texas.  This included two completed Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs), materials 
for making 33 more, military-style grenades, 26 grenade triggers, large quantities of 
AK-47 and AR-15 assault rifles, 1,280 rounds of ammunition, silencers, machine gun 
assembly kits, 300 primers, bullet-proof vests, police scanners, sniper scopes, 
narcotics, and cash.   

The Department of Homeland Security admits that there have been 231 
documented incursions by Mexican military or police, or drug or people smugglers 
dressed in military uniforms, during the last ten years, including 63 in Arizona, and 
several Border Patrol agents have been wounded in these encounters.  Our Border 
Patrol agents say they are often confronted by corrupt Mexican military units employed 
to protect and escort violent drug smugglers. 

Meanwhile, the news media have shown us pictures of the sophisticated 2,400-
foot tunnel running from Mexico under our border to a warehouse in San Diego.  U.S. 
authorities recovered more than two tons of marijuana, and it is unclear how long the 
tunnel has been in operation or how many tons of drugs already passed through.  It is 
believed that the drug cartel started building the tunnel two years ago.  Why did it take 
our government two years to discover it? 

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security issued an Officer Safety Alert on 
December 21, 2005, stating:  AUnidentified Mexican alien smugglers are angry about 
the increased security along the U.S./Mexico border and have agreed that the best 
way to deal with U.S. Border Patrol agents is to hire a group of contract killers.@  The 
alert states that the smugglers intend to bring members of the Mara Salvatrucha street 
gang, known as MS-13, to perform the killings.   

MS-13 is one of the most brutal and dangerous gangs in the world.  In addition 
to murder, MS-13 engages in mutilation, beheadings, chopping off of fingers, and 
torture.  MS-13 is now estimated to have 10,000 members in 33 U.S. states and 
another 50,000 in Mexico and Central America.  T.J. Bonner, president of the National 
Border Patrol Council, said, AMS-13  has shown that its members have very little 
regard for human life.  Some of the atrocities they have committed are truly 
unspeakable, and it worries me to know that our agents on the line are now the 
targets.@   

In reporting on Mardi Gras on February 27, CBS-TV Evening News aired a 
segment on how the tattooed MS-13 street gang has invaded New Orleans.  CBS 



explained that they are vicious beyond anything New Orleans police have ever 
experienced, and will kill a policeman immediately rather than run the risk of being 
deported.  MS-13 members are usually laborers by day and murderers by night.  They 
came to Louisiana to take jobs as carpenters, plumbers, and other construction jobs 
(jobs that should be reserved for displaced Louisiana citizens). 

The New York Times reported that 18,207 illegal OTMs (Other Than Mexicans) 
were the beneficiaries of the Bush Administration=s scandalous Acatch and release@ 
procedure in the three months since Homeland Secretary Michael Chertoff promised to 
Areturn ever single illegal entrantCno exceptions.@  Catch and release means that the 
illegal OTMs are not deported but, after they are caught, they are released on their 
own recognizance with instructions to reappear a few weeks hence, with everybody 
understanding that they will disappear into the American population. 

An estimated 400,000 people who have been ordered out of the United States, 
including many convicted criminals or those from terrorist states, are still living in the 
U.S. because federal officials have failed to ensure their removal. 

Immigration investigators busted a 16-member smuggling ring in El Paso that 
brought thousands of illegal aliens into the U.S.  The smugglers charged the aliens 
$1,500 to $6,000 each, depending on their point of origin.  Rig drivers were paid $300 
for each alien they successfully delivered to Dallas.  The illegals were squeezed into 
truck trailers; one had 79,  another had 51 riding in a locked trailer with no food and 
one empty 20-ounce water bottle. 

The Mexican government is facilitating illegal entry by distributing maps of 
dangerous border areas along with safety instructions and other tips.  The maps 
provide details of the terrain, cell-phone coverage, and water stations.   

Let=s put border security in perspective.  We currently have 37,000 U.S. troops 
guarding the 151-mile border between North and South Korea, but we have fewer than 
12,000 agents to monitor 2,000 miles of our southern border.  President Bush seems 
to think that we will be comforted by 6,000 National Guardsmen sent to the southern 
border for one year C not to guard the border, but merely to Aassist@ our Border Patrol. 
 A month after his speech, only 100 Guardsmen had reached the border.   
 

V.  Illegal Immigration Is Affecting American Jobs 
 

The American people know, even if our government doesn=t seem to get it, that 
the vast influx of foreigners is costing Americans both jobs and good wages.  We 
see this in unskilled entry-level jobs, needed by our own high school dropouts and 
college students, all the way up to skilled jobs needed by our engineers and computer 
specialists.  This is not the operation of the free market; it is the result of the failure of 
our government to enforce border security, track foreigners who overstay their visas, 
and enforce the law about employment verification. 

President Bush said that Abusinesses often cannot verify the legal status of their 
employees.@  On the contrary, the technology is already in place for employers to verify 
the legality of Social Security numbers, but only a tiny percentage of employers 
voluntarily do this. 

A study published by the National Bureau of Economic Research reported that 



the surge of immigration in the 1980s and 1990s lowered the wages of our own high 
school dropouts by 8.2%.  The surge has accelerated since that report was issued.  
Bush wants to give U.S. jobs to foreigners so they can rise Afrom a life of low-paying 
jobs to a diploma, a career, and a home of their own.@  He shows no compassion for 
the millions of American high school dropouts who need those entry-level jobs. 

At Cancun, Mexico in March, President Bush repeated the falsehood that illegal 
aliens are Adoing work that Americans will not do.@  According to the Pew Hispanic 
Center, illegal aliens are less than 5% of our labor force.  If every one of the illegal 
aliens in our country played hooky from his job, the overwhelming majority of those 
same types of jobs will be worked by millions of American citizens.  All over the 
country, American citizens flip hamburgers in fast-food shops, wash dishes in 
restaurants, change sheets in hotels, mow lawns, trim shrubs, pick produce, drive 
taxis, replace roofs on houses, and do all kinds of construction work.  Americans are 
quite willing to work unpleasant, menial, tiresome, and risky jobs, but not for Third 
World wages. 

An employment service in Mobile, Alabama received an Aurgent request@ this 
year to fill 270 job openings from contractors who were hired to rebuild and clear areas 
of Alabama devastated by Hurricane Katrina.  The agency immediately sent 70 
laborers and construction workers to three job sites.  After two weeks on the job, the 
men were fired by employers who told them Athe Mexicans had arrived@ and were 
willing to work for lower wages.  The Americans had been promised $10 an hour, but 
the employers preferred Mexicans who would work for less.  Employment agency 
manager Linda Swope told the Washington Times, AWhen they told the guys they 
would not be needed, they actually cried . . . and we cried with them.  This is a shame.@ 
  

Ms. Swope said that employment agencies throughout Alabama, Louisiana and 
Mississippi all face similar problems because an estimated 30,000 men from Mexico 
and Central and South America, many in crowded buses and trucks, came into those 
three states after Hurricane Katrina, willing to work for less than whatever was paid to 
American citizens.  

Meanwhile, President Bush signed the Katrina Emergency Assistance Act 
extending for 13 weeks the unemployment benefits to Americans displaced by Katrina. 
 Employers get the benefit of cheap foreign labor while you and I provide taxpayer 
handouts to the guys whom the government allows to be displaced from jobs they were 
eager to take. 

There is no penalty on employers who replace Americans with illegal aliens at 
lower pay.  Homeland Security even announced it has suspended the sanctioning of 
employers who hire illegal aliens, and President Bush suspended the Davis-Bacon Act, 
which requires local contractors to pay Aprevailing@ wages. 
 

VI.  Why Doesn=t Our Government Get It? 
 

It is self-evident that the Senate bill or any so-called Acomprehensive@ 
immigration bill will be a rerun of the 1986 Simpson-Mazzoli mistake.  The American 
people are demanding border security now and before any discussion of other 
legislation.  We don=t understand why so many government officials just don=t get it.  



We thank Chairman Sensenbrenner and the 88% of House Republicans who 
understand what America=s priorities should be. 

When President Bush visited Cancun, Mexico this spring, he met privately with 
the Mexican president and wealthy CEOs from both countries.  He said the Cancun 
meeting celebrated the first anniversary of his signing the Security and Prosperity 
Partnership at the 2005 summit in Waco, Texas.  Is the real push behind the 
Acomprehensive@ amnesty/guest-worker proposals the Bush goal to keep our borders 
open and lock us into the Security and Prosperity Partnership of North America? 
 
 


